
From the Cockpit: 

 Hello Houston Wing friends.  It’s November and 
the year is coming to a close, but we are still flying 
events, fixing airplanes, improving the hangar and along 
with many other things around our hangar.  If you check 
out John B’s update a little later, you will see the remain-
ing events for the 2017 season. 

 Mid October brought us Wings Over Houston and I hope that 
everyone that participated had a great time.  I know we all appreciated 
your volunteerism.  The airshow staff is currently hard at work getting 
the final numbers put together, but even with the weather issues we had 
to fight, we did break $1M in online ticket sales on Sunday afternoon.  
It may not have been a record year, but by all accounts, it was extreme-
ly successful.  Thank you again to all that helped to make that event a 
success for our community, the CAF and especially our wing. 

 As the year comes to a close, your Staff is still working hard to 
make improvements around our hangar.  We recently replaced the very 
old air conditioner unit that provided conditioned air to the museum.  
This unit was in poor condition and was very inefficient.  As the unit 
responsible for our valuable museum artifacts, the new unit will offer 
increased reliability and much needed savings on our electric bill.  As 
part of the purchase, we also received a years worth of check ups on 
our other units.  

 Jason is also working to remodel the upstairs bathroom to add 
needed storage space, and install a new vanity unit. He is also working 
on changing the faucet in the downstairs bathroom as the old one has 
been found left running on several occasions and that leads to a large 
water bill for our hangar. 

 I would like to remind everyone about the Member Apprecia-
tion day on Sunday, November 19.  Airplane rides will be offered for 
$75 and the Wing will provide turkey and ham. We ask that all mem-
bers bring a side dish to go with the turkey/ham.  We will also have the 
wing elections that day.  It is meant to be a fun day for all and to thank 
you for your work at the wing during the year.  Please RSVP Tammi if 
you can attend.  I hope to see everyone on the 19th. 
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Ops Update 

Well that was a fairly busy October... 

 

 So, what's the latest, what's been happening…  oh yeah, the Wings Over Hou-

ston airshow! All four trainers made it over (and back!) to participate in the big show 

with nary a hiccup. Many thanks to all the hard working volunteers who made this 

show happen! Even with the partial rainout on Sunday it looks like the overall week-

end was a great success. John C has more info on that on the front page… 

 The following weekend of Oct 27-29 saw Ryszard Zadow (AT-6) and Chris Dowell (BT-

13) headed to New Orleans Lakefront Airport to take part as static displays at the Air Power Histo-

ry Tour put on by the CAF B-29/B-24 Squadron.  

 Next up was a pair of flyovers on Fri-Sat Nov 3-4. On Friday was the Salute to Veterans 

event at the Lone Star Flight Museum at Ellington Field. This event is usually held yearly at the 

Omni Hotel on I-10, but since they were flooded out, the venue moved to the LSFM; pilots were 

Stu (T-6), Skip (SNJ), Dave (T-34) and Greg (Navion). This was followed Saturday by a veterans 

golf event flyover in Katy flown by basically the same crew, although Scott and Skip swapped 

seats in SNJ Oh Baby. 

 Our last barnstorm day of the season was Saturday, Nov 11th in Conroe alongside Texas 

Raiders. We sent the AT-6 and N3N for this one, so back seats were limited…  

 For pilot news, Jim Placette has finished his checkout in the BT-13. Chris Dowell has also 

checked out in the BT, while John Cotter has finally finished his N3N checkout. Dave and Greg are 

flying the BT with Nathan and John C, getting closer to their check rides. 

 

Coming up; 

 

Nov 11, Barnstorm with Texas Raiders, Conroe. 

Dec 02, Battleship Texas flyover. 

Dec 16, Wreaths Across America flyover. 

 

And that's all I have for now, see ya next month! 

 

John B 



  

 

Maintenance report for Nov 2017 

 

As you all are aware last month was the big air show, and I am pleased to report all of 
the Houston Wing planes attending did so without failure. They also made it home. I want to thank 
Craig Pridgeon for his assistance in replacing both the main tires and tubes on the BT-13, only 2 
days prior to the event.  

 I personally spent the entire air show at the South PX and never even made it up north to the 
Warbird ramp. Only time I saw our planes was when they passed overhead on Saturday.  

 Since then many things have gone on. Another meeting with the FAA helped to start the 
final efforts to return the C-60 to flight status. Also it is time to ship the Ranger engines to Mis-
souri. The planes had some minor issues to be dealt with after the show. The carb heat cable in the 
N3N failed at the instrument panel support. A new support was made, and the cable reinstalled. The 
AT-6 developed an annoying oil leak spraying right on the windshield. That turned out to be a 
leaky valve cover gasket. Also the continuing problem with the propeller control has been worked 
on again. The low fuel pressure warning light in the BT continued to be troublesome, but after yet 
another adjustment, appears to be working correctly. The tail wheel steering disengagement ramp 
was loose. That too was corrected. In the meantime, the Ranger engines are being prepared for 
shipping. The one going in for overhaul is boxed thanks the Randy Walberg's shipping crate. The 
spare parts engine has been mounted, and a box just needs to be made to ship it also. 

 

 As I write this, Veteran's Day, is upon us and I want to offer my thanks to each of you who 
have served in the military. I will be spending that day at the Centex Wing Hangar Dance. And 
speaking of hangar dances, the Houston Wing Hangar dance is Saturday, February 10, 2018. Please 
keep that in mind and hope to see all you dancers there. 

 

Jim P 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Maintenance 



   

PX Happenings & News 

 

 

HelIo,  

 

 I want to thank the following people who volunteered at Wings Over Houston – Elling-

ton Field Airport for PX, L-39 and dog tags:  Sam Hoynes, Bob Linguiti, Connie Stone, Mary Ny-

gren, Chuck Waters, Clay Waters (cadet), Craig Pridgeon, Linda Bush, Aaron Jacobson, Mike 

Dunin, Chris Dunin (cadet), Van Lee (cadet), Mike White, Jim Placette, Carlos Sisso, Fabian Sis-

so (cadet), Kristy Maslanka, Keith Newman, Chris and Denise Walker, Kate Walker, Colin 

Walker, Conor Walker, Kelly Walker, Roland Grenzebach,  Jason Haney, Hanna Haney, Ryan 

Aamodt (cadet), Brian Kosior, Mike and Mandy Kannapal, Don Singletary, John Singletary, Su-

san Holloway, Ethan, twin (cadets), Tammi Lockwood, Winona Morton and Joe Kudrna.  

 Please forgive me if I missed any one. Thanks to all who helped transport PX with their 

vehicles. Thanks to Sam Hoynes, Bob Linguiti and Jim Placette for all your behind the scenes 

help.  

 We still have W.O.H. tee-shirts and caps available. In case you missed buying one, I will 
have a table setup on Member Appreciation Day.  
 
 Your support is a big help in the success of the Wing. The financial results will be 
shared at the wing meeting. Thank you all very much for your hard work, support, dedication, 
advice and signing up. As a team we made it successful.  
 
Susan V 
 



  

  

 

 

 

Museum News 

 

 

World War II on the home front: Rationing 

(This is the second in a series of articles about rationing during WWII.  Our Wing’s 
museum has a good collection of ration books and examples of rationing in the 
home front display cabinet and in the Black Binder on the table in the museum.) 

Share the meat 

The military needed huge amounts of food, too, to feed soldiers, and by late 1942 food at home was 
running short. Grocery stores started rationing canned goods to customers to prevent hoarding. Meat 
was in especially short supply. The government limited the amounts shipped to grocers and restau-
rants and set a “voluntary ration” of two and a half pounds of red meat per adult per week. But stores 
often could not get even that much, and residents of some cities faced a meatless Christmas. Shoppers 
in San Diego crossed the border into Mexico in search of full shelves. Time magazine blamed the 
government’s “blundering” for the shortages. 

U.S. War Production Board. 
 
 



   

A fair share for all 
Again, the government turned to rationing. The idea wasn’t entirely popular, and the Office 
of Price Administration — which limited food prices as well as how much people could buy 
— used posters like this to convince people that rationing was the best way for everyone to 
get his or her “fair share.” 



   

Ration books 

New ration books covered all the foods now rationed, which included sugar, coffee, red 
meat, dairy products, and fats.  Ration books were issued to individuals and could not be 
used by others.  To make sure it was not borrowed or sold, each book included the name, 
age, sex, weight, and height of the person to whom it was issued.  And to prevent hoarding, 
ration stamps had expiration dates. 
In January 1943 “War Ration Book Two” was issued.   (The book had four pages of 

blue and four pages of red stamps.)   The blue stamps were to be used for processed 

foods and the red stamps for meat and butter.   Each stamp had a letter (A - Z) and a nu-

merical value; 1, 2, 5, and 8 which indicated the point value of each stamp. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Canned goods and ration points 
Asking civilians to conserve food didn’t do enough, though, and a year into the war, the 
government began rationing.  In early 1943, the Office of Price Administration introduced a 
system for rationing canned goods — which were needed for troops overseas and also 
used scarce metals.  Each person had 48 points’ worth of ration stamps per month for 
canned, dried, and frozen foods.  
 

  

  Ration Book three was issued in October 1943.  This ration book contained 
four pages containing 48 numbered ration stamps with illustrations of Aircraft, Artillery, 
Tanks and Aircraft Carriers.   These stamps were not assigned a set value by the Govern-
ment and were soon replaced by Ration Book 4.   (Example of known use: Aircraft ration 
stamp 1, 2, 3 and 4 were used for one pair of shoes each.)    Ration Book three also came 
with brown stamps which were used for butter, cheese, lards and fats. 



   

 

 

Ration Book Four was issued in late 1943.   This book had 8 pages of 384 stamps in 

blue, red, green and black.   Stamps were lettered (A to Z with ration point values of 

1, 2, 5 and 8).   Green stamps were used along with blue stamps for foods such as juice, 

baby food, bottled fruit and processed foods.   Red stamps were used for meat and butter.   

Each stamp was illustrated as follows: (Green – Torch of Liberty)   (Red – Horn of Plen-

ty)   (Blue – Stalk of Wheat)    

Book four also included “spare” stamps that were occasionally validated for the purchase 
of five extra pounds of pork.   (Black – Spare)  

 



Ration book four also introduced red and blue pressed wood (cardboard) ration to-
kens, each valued at one ration point.  These ration tokens were to be used as 
change for ration coupon purchases made with red and blue stamps.   (If you purchased 
an item worth 20 red or blue ration points and used three 8 point ration stamps with a value 
of 24 ration points, then you would receive 4 red or blue ration tokens in change.   Before 
the introduction of ration tokens you would have forfeited 4 ration points.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



"If you don't need it, don't buy it" 
Instructions on the back of each ration book reminded people not to lose it and asked 
them to “give your whole support to rationing and thereby conserve our vital goods… If 
you don’t need it, don’t buy it!” 

 

   



 

 

 As I was thinking about safety the other day and our Wing, I was remind-

ed about something that happened in my past that made a great impression. 

 Years ago, I owned a Cessna P206 that I kept in a shared hangar with 
some other people’s airplanes.  One day, I grabbed a bottle off the shelf that was 

labeled “Aircraft Window Cleaner.”  As soon as I sprayed it on my airplane, I 
knew from the smell something was wrong.  Someone had filled the bottle with 

paint stripper without changing the label on the bottle.  It took a lot of work and time to repair most 

of the damage to my acrylic windshield.   

 We have several types of chemicals in our hangar at the Houston Wing.  Each is useful for a 
different purpose, but improper identification can have serious consequences.   We have two types 
of chemicals for cleaning the airplanes.  One is called Aqua Clean and is non-toxic and does not irri-

tate the skin like stronger cleaners.  The other is traditional Varsol.  Varsol is similar to kerosene and 
is toxic, flammable, and can cause numerous health problems.  It also does a really good job clean-
ing oil and grease off airplanes.  Each has uses in our hangar, but the biggest danger is found when 

the user does not know what is in the bottle.   

 Recently, someone filled a bottle marked Aqua Clean with Varsol.  That is a really stupid 

thing to do.  The next person to use that bottle was expecting a safe harmless cleaner and instead 
ended up using something that can start a fire or make someone very ill.   

 We are trying to make the Houston Wing hangar a safe place for members and visitors alike 

so please don’t intentionally do anything that would put yourself or others at risk! 

 

Arne A. 

   

Safety Update 



   



   



   

News from a Wing Cadet in the Army – Schon Cormack 

On October 20
th
 I got an email from Schon Cormack, one of our Wing’s cadets who went 

into the Army when he graduated from High School last year and I wanted to share his 
email with everybody.    
           Sam Hoynes   

I graduated basic training August 18th and immediately reported to Artillery School, and 
graduated that on September 28th. I am now permanently stationed at Fort Stewart, Geor-
gia, with the 3rd infantry division, 2nd Brigade, 1st Battalion, 9th Field Artillery Regiment, 
Alpha Battery, 2nd platoon, 6th Section.  I love it here.  I really do.  I was recommended for 
immediate promotion in Artillery school for “unwavering Discipline and unparalleled perfor-
mance on my Artillery piece“.   So now I’m getting the paperwork done for Private First 
Class.   

Enough about that. I miss you guys like family. You and so many others are like fathers to 
me.  You alone have taught me so much about life and respect and everything.  I know this 
is last minute but, I would like for you to print this off, and read the following info to every-
one who will listen at the next wing meeting.  Please 
 
Starting here: 
 
Thank you Houston Wing, for always making me look forward to the first and third Satur-
days of every month, and counting down the days until Open House or Wings over Hou-
ston.  Y’all as a whole were always so willing to help me learn anything you were willing to 
teach.  
 
Col Suzie: you taught me about metal work and the art of profanity in a professional de-
gree. You taught me to stand up for myself and not care what others thought. 
 
Col Craig: you were always willing to help me learn about new tools, and engine mechan-
ics, and you would always put a smile on my face even when a day would be slow. 
 
Col Jim (mechanical): you went through hell and back to get me an authentic uniform to 
Help you with the dance, and around the hangar on special occasions. You may have been 
a little salty sometimes, and for good reason.  But I admired your work ethic and your unwa-
vering belief and making sure it’s done right, not fast.  
 
Col Chuck Waters: you were my first Boss.  I looked up to you as the wide eyed little 15 
year old that knew nothing of life or history when I first joined.  Even though I was a bit an-
noying, you taught me so much about what it meant to be a cadet, a leader, and a smiling 
face for the CAF.  
 
Col Howard: you made me smile the most. You were always willing to poke some Fun and 
make some jokes.  About the army, Air Force, or anything.  Seeing your smiling face al-
ways made my day better, and you treated me like a person you respected. I am eternally 
grateful. 
 
Col Jason: my newest boss: you were the most like a dad to me. You were always making 
sure I was squared away, for better or for worse.  You even remembered my favorite dip-
ping sauce for pizza.  You trusted me and treated me like an adult and a leader.  I miss you 
and your daughter always lightening the mood and welcoming me.  



   

And to everyone I didn’t mention, it isn’t because I have forgotten you. There’s just too 
many to mention. I love you guys. I love all of you.  And if I ever get the chance to take 
leave and visit you guys again, I will do it in a heartbeat.  I pray for each and every one of 
you.  
 
Good luck and God speed.  
Private Schon M. Cormack  

United States Army  

 

 



As the Wing Flies 
 

 



   



   



Staff Directory 

Wing Leader Col John Cotter wingleader@houstonwing.org 

Executive Officer Col Frank Vargas exec@houstonwing.org 

Adjutant  Col Craig Pridgeon adjutant@houstonwing.org 

Finance Officer Col Tammi Lockwood finance@houstonwing.org 

Maintenance Officer Col Jim Placette maintenance@houstonwing.org 

Museum and Collections Officer Col Sam Hoynes museum@houstonwing.org 

Marketing Officer Col Sam Bulgar marketing@houstonwing.org 

Operations Officer Col John Bixby ops@houstonwing.org 

Personnel Officer Col Tammi Lockwood membership@houstonwing.org 

Public Information Officer Col Winona Morton editor@houstonwing.org 

PX Officer Col Susan Vaculik px@houstonwing.org 

Safety Officer Col Arne Aamodt  safety@houstonwing.org 

"O" Club 

 

KITCHEN NEWS 

BY:  Winona Morton 

     

 

 

HELLO ALL MEMBERS AND FRIENDS 

 

 

See Member Appreciation Page 

For this month’s happenings 

 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays 

 

 

 

Stan Turner 12/5 

Richard Hamilton 12/8 

William "Bill" Roach 12/11 

Ruth Tucker 12/22 

Roland Grenzebach  12/23 

Noel "Rich" Welsh 12/25 

Kathleen Brown 12/26 

Sandy Lee 12/27 


